Bleeding from the apex during transapical transcatheter aortic valve implantation: a simple solution by balloon occlusion of the apex.
Bleeding from the apex during transapical transcatheter aortic valve implantation is a potentially catastrophic event, which may seem at first sight to be an uncontrollable circumstance. We describe a simple 'trick' to control this problem that we used successfully in 5 patients. A Fogarty occlusion aortic catheter is gently inserted into the left ventricular cavity through the apical hole used for the transcatheter procedure, the balloon is slowly inflated with 10-15 ml of saline and the catheter is slightly pulled back 1 or 2 cm. This manoeuvre immediately stops the bleeding and enables safe suturing of the apex.